Interactive data exploration and analytics (IDEA) involves research and development in data analytics that facilitates and promotes user interaction. In 2015, ACM TKDD started a special issue initiative and called for paper submissions that would lay theoretical foundations, provide new insights into the design and implementation of interactive data mining tools, and describe IDEA experiences and issues in real-world applications. The special issue aimed to present the state-of-the-art of data mining and machine learning techniques that would allow users to interactively explore their data, and receive near-instant updates to every requested refinement. The focus was on interactivity and effective integration of techniques from data mining, visualization, and human-computer interaction.
